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Joyce Elson Moore Sheds New Light on Robin Hood 
Legend With the Release of her Historical Novel, 

THE TAPESTRY SHOP

   

             The Tapestry Shop, by Joyce Elson Moore, is an historical novel based on the life of 
Adam de la Halle, a poet/musician who left behind a vast collection of secular compositions. 
While researching Adam’s music, Moore discovered a little-known fact; the earliest version of 
the Robin Hood legend may have been Adam’s play, Le Jeu de Robin et Marion. Because 
Adam was patronized by royalty, his play was probably performed in English courts, and 
would have changed, as legends do. In the retelling, Robin became an English hero, and 
Robin’s companions became the Merry Men.

            The book draws the reader into the Middle Ages, where women joined the crusades and 
students held discourse on the Street of Straw, but the overriding appeal of The Tapestry 
Shop may be Adam’s connection to the popular legend of Robin Hood, the celebrated outlaw 
who was immortalized in later ballads, and who continues to draw fans around the world to 
films that center on this elusive hero.             
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Praise for The Tapestry Shop
              “The Tapestry Shop evokes the sights, smells, sounds, and moeurs of thirteenth century France 
while creating a plausible biography of Adam de la Halle based on the small number of facts known 
about his life.  Intertwined with facts known about Arras, Douai, Cambrai, and Paris in the 13th 
century, imagined events, individuals, and relationships play out against a backdrop of history. 
              The reader is privileged to experience life in the 13th century while rubbing shoulders with 
mostly fictitious characters.  The rapport between serfs and landowners is portrayed in all its unfairness 
subject to arbitrary decisions.  Catherine's marriage portrays the fate of women at this time even those 
with enlightened, loving fathers.  The reader fears for the safety of travelers in the desolate and 
dangerous countryside between villages where they constantly risk being robbed, beaten, or even 
murdered.  The stimulation and excitement of the trading fair in Troyes comes to life as Catherine and 
Adam look at all the goods available for sale and deal with vendors trying to get the highest price. 
             The eighth Crusade led by Louis IX (later Saint Louis) in 1270 is portrayed from within 
showing the diverse motivations of the participants:  vows made to the Virgin, desire for profit, 
restlessness that pushed men and women to seek adventure and risk in unknown experiences.  
Exploitation of the naïve is often balanced by deeds of kindness and mercy.  The reader can feel the 
teeming crowds of humanity, the confusion, noise, and smells associated with disorganized masses 
launching themselves into the unfamiliar.          
             After spending many years studying and reading and writing about the Middle Ages, I enjoyed 
immensely being immersed in the thirteenth century in the company of a poet whose work I know well 
but whose life and experiences I had never imagined.”

        From Dr. Deborah Nelson-Campbell
                   Department of French Studies

                          Rice University
       Ed. and Trans. The Lyrics and Melodies of Adam de la Halle    

             “The Tapestry Shop evokes a colorful, vibrant world which has long deserved to be woven into 
a story like this one.  It's a pleasure to see the pioneering trouvère Adam de la Halle at the center of it, 
and to read this imaginative treatment of his life and times.”

       From Dr. Carol Symes  
                       Assoc. Professor of History and Medieval Studies

                University of Illinois   
Author of A Common Stage: Theatre and Public Life in Medieval Arras      
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About Joyce Elson Moore

      __________________________________________________________________________

            Joyce Elson Moore is an award winning author of historical fiction. In addition to her novels, 
her work has appeared in major newspapers and national publications, poetry journals, and 
anthologies of selected writers. 

            In writing The Tapestry Shop, the author visited France to research Arras, the birthplace of the 
thirteenth-century musician, Adam de la Halle, on whose life the novel is based. Later, she visited 
medieval ruins to get a feel of how Adam might have lived, and how the French court, with which 
Adam associated, affected the musician’s life.

            Moore’s background in music is evident in The Tapestry Shop. She studied music at Florida 
State University and Cincinnati Conservatory, later earning her Bachelor’s in Music from St. Leo 
University, graduating Magna cum Laude. Her Masters in Music Theory was earned at the University 
of South Florida. After a brief teaching career, she turned to her first love, writing. 

            Her interest in Adam began when she saw a woodcut of the musician in a college textbook. He 
looked like a monk, but that seemed unlikely, considering his secular compositions. Was he truly a 
hunchback, as he was called? Thus began a search to uncover the life and times of a court musician, 
leading to some interesting discoveries along the way, not the least of which was that he penned what 
may have been the first written version of the Robin Hood legend. Adam’s pastourelle, The Play of 
Robin and Marion, is an early precursor to later ballads that take place in and around a forest and 
promote the theme of social justice, as does Adam’s play.

            The author of The Tapestry Shop has reached a widening audience with her books, beginning 
with historical nonfiction and later, with historical novels. Along with previous awards and contest 
wins, she was First Place winner of the 2009 PRLA award for best published romance. Her books 
continue to draw praise and rave reviews, some of which are posted on her website. 

            Moore won a coveted appointment for summer residency at the Hambidge Center for Creative 
Arts, and is in demand as a speaker at historical groups, libraries, conferences, and writers' festivals. 
Other events include the annual Times Festival of Reading, and Book Ends, a television production for 
Public Broadcasting. 

            She lives on the west coast of Florida with her rescued boxer dog, rabbits, tree squirrels, a 
resident coyote, and several gopher tortoises that call her wooded three acres their home. Joyce is an 
unabashed Francophile who also enjoys ballroom dancing, RVing and overseas travel, book groups, 
yoga, visiting with her family, and taking classes in almost anything she has not tried.

            Affiliations, past and present, include Historical Novel Society, Florida Writers Assn., Romance 
Writers of America, Toastmasters International (Area Governor), and National League of American 
Penwomen, as well as several other writers’ organizations. Readers can contact the author through her 
website, where excerpts from her work are posted: www.joycemoorebooks.com.  



About Robin Hood
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

           For centuries, scholars have sought to uncover the origin of the Robin Hood legend, but the 
subject remains as elusive as the outlaw himself, shrouded in mystery, hidden in a forest of controversy. 
What we do know is that the Robin of the greenwood has been praised in verses and ballads, and 
continues to this day to capture the hearts and minds of both children and adults. While most of the 
extant ballads are centered on towns in England, scholars who have examined the literature about 
Robin Hood have come to differing conclusions. Was he from humble beginnings, or was Robin, as 
some would argue, a claimant to the earldom of Huntingdon? 

            The Tapestry Shop is an historical novel based on the life of Adam de la Halle, who penned the 
pastourelle, Le Jeu de Robin et Marion. Prominent in Adam’s play, as in the later ballads, is the theme 
of rescue. The setting for the play is a forest, where Robin and his companions rescue Marion, Robin’s 
love, and save her from the advances of a lustful knight. The plot is vaguely similar to Robin Hood and 
Alan-á-Dale, a later variant of the Robin Hood legend in which Alan-á-Dale is a wandering minstrel. In 
addition, Adam’s Le Jeu de Robin et Marion embodies the theme that runs through later versions of 
Robin Hood—that of social justice. Another interesting fact is that Robin is originally from Old French, 
and is a diminutive of Robert (see Outlaws of Medieval Legend, by Maurice Keen). Adam, born in 
Arras, spoke the langue d’oil, which was the dialect of the English court during that time and when the 
English Robin Hood ballads became popular. 

            In spite of this, Adam’s 13th century play is rarely mentioned in connection with the famed 
outlaw. However, in John Chandler’s compilation for the Robin Hood Project at the University of 
Rochester, he cites Adam’s pastourelle as a primary source. The later ballads, the many variants of the 
Robin Hood legends which were suited to the performance of itinerant minstrels and widely performed, 
remain the most often quoted source of identifying who Robin really was. 

            By the fourteenth century, the earliest written mention of Robin Hood as an English figure 
comes to light, in Piers Plowman. Because it takes time for a legend to circulate and grow, it seems 
plausible that a man known as Robin Hood may have lived in the early years of the thirteenth century, 
many years before he was a popular figure, and in a period before Adam wrote Le Jeu de Robin et  
Marion. 

            The high incidence of highway robbery in 14th and 15th century England may have contributed 
to the growing popularity of the outlaw legend as highwaymen became a constant source of danger to 
travelers and merchants. Both Edward III and Henry IV of England tried to elevate highway robbery to 
a treasonous offense, in order to subject perpetrators to the harshest penalties possible.



            By the end of the 14th century, Robin Hood’s name was universal, and he had become a popular 
figure in poems and songs, as he is to this day. The profusion of ballads, however, instead of leading us 
to the truth, only serves to give literary scholars more evidence that Robin and his origin may never be 
established.

            Even the grave and tombstone inscriptions are controversial, with different towns claiming to 
have the true grave of the outlaw. Adding to the difficulty are the characters’ changing names, as they 
appear in different ballads. The Sheriff of Nottingham becomes the Count of Boulogne, the Abbot of 
St. Mary’s changes to the Abbot of Jumiéges, even as the story carries the same plot line. Thus, the 
ballads themselves are not a reliable source for information.    

            Rodney Hilton, in his Origins of Robin Hood, proposes that Robin Hood texts provided 
entertainment for an audience interested in political dissidence. In another meaningful statement, he 
says that Robin’s “historical significance does not depend on whether he was a real person or not.”

            After scholars have studied the ballads, and tombstones have been rubbed and examined, we 
know no more about Robin Hood than did the earliest authors of song and prose. Was he a 
mythological character, a literary figure, a real historical personage, or a popular hero of the 
imagination? Because the legend was transmitted orally and circulated by entertainers, the debate rages 
on, adding to the mystique that surrounds Robin’s companions and the famous forest dweller himself, 
Robin Hood.



 

 Interview Questions 
_________________________________________________________

 

 

v What prompted you to write about an obscure thirteenth 
century musician?

 

v How did you do the research for the book, and how long

did it take you to write The Tapestry Shop? 
 

v Did anything you learned, while researching Adam’s life

and music, surprise you?
 

v What elements in Adam’s play convinced you that he

wrote the earliest version of the Robin Hood legend?
 

v Have you heard or read other theories about the origin of Robin 
Hood? What are they?


